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India a great India, and to give her a higher place in the
future history of the world, when every man will be doing
his utmost for the country in which he has been born or his
interests are involved, so that all may concentrate their
attention upon the one ultimate goal. But however diver-
gent our individual interests may be the national interests
must be the same. The interests of all the communities
regarding the future of the country should be identical,
and will, I trust, become identical. It is looking ahead in
India to the obliteration of those distinctions which
necessarily rule at the present moment when she shall have
worked further along the road to her ultimate destiny, and
I trust we shall have harmonious co-operation which must
inevitably lift India high in her material prosperity and in
her position in the Councils of the Empire and the World."
Of course, this may be idealistic but it should at least
make a strong appeal to the heart and understanding of
every true lover of his country. Only a revolutionary set on

" Red ruin and the breaking up of Laws "

would scowl upon the fair prospect and set to work to wreck
the hopes of wiser and saner men.

The difference between the earlier period of hopefulness
and the later stage of doubt and despondency was clearly
marked by the contrast between the friendly discussions
with Mr. Gandhi, and his arrest and imprisonment for
breaches of the law which constituted him a mischief-maker
and inciter of sedition. But the arrest of their leader did
not for a long time induce the Swarajists to reflect on their
own position, or to make a more careful examination of the
whole situation. They were reckless, and they proposed to
boycott everything, including the Empire Exhibition. They
had not realized that it was too late unless they considered
it a satisfaction that a considerable sum of Indian money
should be lost and thrown away. Lord Reading asked,
" Who would be the sufferer from such blind and unre-
flecting action ? " and he answered his own question " Cer-
tainly not England and the Empire, but India or rather
those parts of India that insist upon withdrawing." The